British and American literature
BRITISH LITERATURE

The first mention of British literature comes from the Anglo-Saxon period from the 8th or 9th century and its Germanic legend about Beowulf. It is a heroic poem about strong hero Beowulf.

MIDDLE AGES
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During the Middle Ages the Roman Catholic Church was criticised by John Wycliff, professor of Oxford University. He and his students translated the whole Bible into English. J. W. influenced Master John Huss and our Hussite movement.

RENAISSANCE

William Shakespeare (1564 – 1616)
· He was born in Stratford-upon-Avon. In his early ages, he got married and left home town. He went to London where he joined a dramatic company. Then, he became a co-owner, dramatist and actor of the theatre Globe.

·  In his first period of writing, he was inspired by chronicles, history, popular ballads or epic poetry by Boccaccio and Chaucer. He wrote historical plays: Henry IV, Henry V, Henry VI, Richard II or Richard III.
· The most he wrote comedies in which he mocks stupidity, conceitedness and anachronisms. E.g. The Merry Wives of Windsor, The Merchant of Venice, As You Like It, The Comedy of Errors or Much Ado About Nothing.
· In this time was also written the tragedy Romeo and Juliet. It is the most know work from the renaissance period.
· In the second period of writing, he was swayed by death of his son. This is when he wrote his well-known tragedies: Hamlet, Othello, Macbeth, King Lear, Julius Caesar,…
· Hamlet – The young prince suspects his uncle that he has murdered his father so that he can take over himself and marry the former queen. He will definitely take revenge. Pretending to be insane, seeks prelude, pessimism, thinks of suicide, thinks of the meaning of human life.
· In the end of his life, he wrote Sonnets (about 154). The sonnets were written to his friend and to “black dame”.
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REALISM

Charles Dickens (1812 – 1870) 
· He is considered to be the greatest representative of the Victorian era literature for his inimitable narrative talent.

· He came from Portsmouth in southern England, but spent most of his life in London. His childhood was not happy. At the age of 12, Dickens had to make a living. He worked in a shoe polish workshop.
· In his novels, he portrayed an extensive panoramic image of English life in the 19th century, showed city life in London, attacked social injustice, and based on his own life experiences; he often dealt with the lives of homeless and familyless children.
· Oliver Twist - Oliver Twist is a story about a small boy named Oliver whose mother dies the moment he is born and that is why he lives in an old orphanage where he is not liked by many people. It is about how he goes into a really bad company of robbers and is saved by a really kind-hearted and rich man. The old man helps Oliver to get out of the gang and also hand the robbers to the cops but at last Oliver is adopted by the man and they happy ever after in a village.
· David Copperfield

· Bleak House (Ponurý dům)
· Little Dorrit

· Great Expectations

· The Pickwick Papers
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THE 2ND HAFL OF THE 20TH CENTURY

George Orwell (1903 – 1950) 
· English prose writer and essayist (born Eric Arthur Blair), whose work is of key importance for the further development of British prose. His core works are anti-utopian novels that mix science-fiction and political literature.
· Animal Farm
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1984 - It is a utopian fiction novel about the world of fear, human humiliation, cynical arrogance, and the cruelty of power that is not a means of achieving any higher goals, but rather the aim and purpose of the functioning of "human" society. The author is concerned about the totalitarian tendencies of modern society.
John Ranald Reuel Tolkien (1892 – 1973) 
· Originating from Africa. Even as a young man, he was keen to learn, he was bothered by botany and history. He graduated from Oxford University and became a professor. He loved mythology, fables, history and Nordic languages.

· He wrote all the works for his children, thanks to one student he decided to publish the Lord of the Rings, which was a great success.
· Silmarillion - A mythological cycle of legends depicting the creation of the universe and the construction of Middle-earth.
· The Lord of the Rings – A trilogy, an extensive epic in the prose of Hobbit adventures.

· Hobbit – About a fantastic world of Hobbits (story happening before The Lord of the Rings).

AMERICAN LITERATURE

American literature is much younger than British literature, because American continent was discovered in 15th century and the original people who lived there didn’t have letters. And the real settlers came to America in 17th century. Two follows centuries there was British literature, because all those settlers were British people who came to America to be free in their religion. But the settlers devoted housing, livelihood much more than literature. American literature began in 1608 when JOHN SMITH wrote A True Relation, telling about the newly discovered world.
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ROMANTICISM

Edgar Allan Poe (1809 – 1849) 
· Poet, editor and literary critic. He is considered as a part of the American Romantic Movement. He is well-known for his tales full of mystery and the macabre. He was one of the first American authors who wrote short-stories and he is considered to be the father of the detective fiction genre. Poe’s death is as mysterious as his books because the cause of his death has never been revealed.
· The Raven

· The Black Cat

· The Murders in the Rue Morgue

· The Pit and the Pendulum – A short story about the torments endured by a prisoner of the Spanish Inquisition. The narrator of the story describes his experience of being tortured. The story is especially effective at inspiring fear in the reader because of its heavy focus on the senses, such as sound, emphasizing its reality.
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REALISM

Mark Twain (1835 – 1910) 
· He was a humourist in American literature, writer and journalist. He was born as Samuel Langhorne Clemens. He represented the School of Realism. He gained most of the material for his stories and novels while piloting a steamboat on the Mississippi.

· Tom Sawyer – A series of wild adventures of Tom and his friend Huck. It takes place near to the river Mississippi.

· Huckleberry Finn

· The Prince and the Pauper
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THE 1ST HALF OF THE 20TH CENTURY
Ernest Hemingway (1899 – 1961) 
· American prose writer, Nobel Prize winner for literature.

· He grew up in the family of scholars. From 1921 he lived in Paris as a foreign correspondent. He was passionately read by classical authors, but also studying "second-rate" authors.

· Hemingway is ranked among the so-called lost generations. At the end of his life, his method of writing was called as a "glacier method".
· A Farewell to Arms

· For Whom the Bell Tolls

· Death in the Afternoon

· The Old Man and the Sea - The story of the fate of Santiago. He cannot catch any fish for a long time. And that's why Manolin is leaving his parent’s wishes to learn by other fishermen from the village. Santiago decides to go out to sea and show everyone that he still can fish. He must struggle with nature. The sharks attack the fish, and even though the old man fights them almost to the brink of their forces, he cannot save the fish. The old man returns to the village only with the skeleton. However, he regains his respects.
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Francis Scott Fitzgerald (1896 – 1940) 
· He was one of the main characters of American literature of the 1920s, a spokesman for American golden youth, jazz age (at this time, the technique was growing sharply in the US, the standard of living was rising, people were moving to cities and trying to fulfil their "American Dream").
· Jazz Age Tails

· Tender is the Night

· Great Gatsby - Fitzgerald introduced a naive romantic man going for his dream. But it is just an illusion, and in fact it cannot be fulfilled: Jay Gatsby has worked out of the poor boy to the rich man and tried to do his best to gain his love from his youth. But he did not see his wish as a mere illusion.
VOCABULARY
	conceitedness – namyšlenost
anachronism – přežitek

cruelty – krutost

macabre - děsivý
	torment – muka, trápení

torture – mučit

skeleton – kostlivec, kostra
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